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Senate acquits President Trump
DANIELLE TURNER
lifestyle editor
On Sept. 24, 2019, Nancy Pelosi, Speaker
of the U.S. House of Representatives,
officially announced the formal impeachment
inquiry of President Donald Trump after a
whistleblower came forward, accusing the
president of withholding funds from Ukraine
pending an investigation into former Vice
President Joe Biden’s son Hunter Biden.
After a long process through the House and
a trial in the Senate, on Wednesday, Feb.
5, the Senate officially voted to acquit the
president on both articles of impeachment
he had been charged with.
According to Article 1, section 2, clause
5 of the U.S. Constitution, the House of
Representatives holds the sole power of
impeachment. On Dec. 18, 2019, the House
approved two articles of impeachment on
two charges: obstruction of Congress and
abuse of power. The Constitution states the
Senate has the right to try any impeachment,
which prompted the trial of President
Trump’s impeachment Jan. 16.
Senior public administration major
Matthew Musslewhite said he predicted
the articles of impeachment would pass
in the House because it is currently run by
majority Democrats.
“I think [Nancy Pelosi] was really trying
to hold out for a long time, but a lot of people
in the Democratic party in Congress were
really pushing for impeachment, and she
held out as long as she could before she
cracked,” Musslewhite said.
Senior political science major Alexander
Matlock said as soon as Pelosi agreed to
the impeachment inquiry, anyone who was
watching the issue had to be thinking she
had something worthwhile and worthy of

a trial. Matlock also said during the trial,
the important thing to keep in mind was
that it was not a traditional trial.
“Impeachment has always been designed
as a political process,” Matlock said. “It’s
not a judicial process. It’s not a criminal
process. It’s specif ically worded in the
Constitution that even if you do impeach
someone, that doesn’t automatically send
them to prison. It leaves them open to be
sent to prison through a criminal trial, but
it’s not a criminal investigation.”
Presidents Andrew Johnson and Bill
Clinton were impeached, both serving out
the rest of their terms. The impeachment
process began against Richard Nixon, but
he resigned before the Senate went to trial.
“Andrew Johnson failed to
be convicted by one vote;
one vote saved him in
the Senate,” Lori Klein,
associate professor of
political science, said.
“He was impeached
by the House, but not
convicted by the Senate.

Bill Clinton was impeached for perjury and
obstruction of justice. He was also impeached
but not convicted. Nixon was not actually
impeached, but he was going to be, and
he knew it. He did not want to be the only
president to be convicted, so he became
the first and only president ever to resign.”
Musslewhite said because the impeachment
process has only happened three other times
in history, he believes this most recent
example has educated younger generations
on the process.
Junior social science with licensure major
Paul Anderson said he’s taking this as an
opportunity to keep up with history, so that
in 10 years he can teach his students about
President Trump’s impeachment process
and the politics that surrounded it.
During the trial, the Senate voted not
to hear testimonies from any witnesses.
Musslewhite said he thinks senators
knew the trial would end in acquittal
and were trying to fasttrack the
process to move on to other work.
“If you look at the Democrats
running for president, half

of them are senators stuck in the Capitol
building, and they’re wanting to get back
out in the field,” Musslewhite said. “The
other Republicans just want to get back to
business as usual.”
Klein said 2020 presidential candidates
Sen. Klobachar, Sen. Warren and Sen.
Sanders parted from time spent personally
campaigning in preparation for the Iowa
Caucus, which occurred Monday, Feb. 3,
because they were required to be present at
each impeachment hearing.
Sen. Mitch McConnell has claimed the
impeachment to be a partisan action, rather
than a bipartisan exploration into immoral
actions by the president. Anderson said he
thought the claim held up because of the
voting results, which were nearly exactly on
party lines. The first conviction — abuse
of power — was turned down directly on
party lines with a vote of 48 to 52, and the
second — obstruction of Congress — was
nearly the same, being rejected with a vote
of 47 to 53, with Republican Sen. Mitt
Romney voting to convict the president. To
convict President Trump of either article
of impeachment, 67 senators would have
had to vote to remove Trump from office.
“Mitt Romney kind of surprised me,”
Anderson said. “I didn’t necessarily expect to
see him vote that way, although I knew he’d
been on the fence. However, Mitt Romney
talked about his faith and his conscience
and how that played into his decision, and
I think that’s admirable.”
Anderson said the impeachment trial
as a whole serves as a representation of the
time we live in, where Americans — both
Democrats and Republicans — are wanting
and waiting to see drastic changes to policy
and government.

- Article 1 -

- Article 2 -

Abuse of
Power

Obstruction
of Congress

48 YES | 52 NO

47 YES | 53 NO
Illustration by AVERY TILLETT

Coronavirus outbreak
prompts prayer meeting
AUDREY JACKSON
student writer
Harding held a prayer meeting in the
McInteer Rotunda in response to news of the
spreading coronavirus in China. Students,
faculty, staff and Searcy citizens met at 7 a.m.
Jan. 28 to pray for Wuhan, China — where
the virus was first identified — and anyone
affected by the outbreak. Twenty people
attended the prayer meeting, organized by
junior Alina Westbrook.
The new coronav ir us — off icia lly
designated 2019n-CoV— has continued to
spread since the outbreak was first reported
Dec. 31, 2019. As of Jan. 31, the Center for
Disease and Control Prevention confirmed
the spread of the coronavirus to 27 countries
including the U.S. The U.S. Department
of State issued a “Do Not Travel” advisory
Jan. 30 in connection to the outbreak and
recommended U.S. citizens consider departure
from China on commercial flights.
Allie Cook, 2017 Harding alumna and
English teacher in Wuhan, said she was
traveling for the Chinese New Year when
the Chinese government quarantined Wuhan
and 15 other cities in the surrounding Hubei
province. Unable to return to Wuhan due
to the quarantine, Cook said she stayed in a
hotel in Chengdu, which is about 720 miles
west of Wuhan. Cook said fear and paranoia

were prevalent among the public, and she
thought the outbreak affected everyone
living in China.
“Even if they haven’t even been close to
the virus in certain places, food is harder to
access, masks are harder to access and you
can’t go as many places,” Cook said. “Things
are closed, and so everyone’s day-to-day lives
are really being affected.”
Senior Howard Kuang, one of the students
who attended the prayer meeting at Harding,
said he is from one of the quarantined cities
and has 18 family members still living in the
region surrounding Wuhan. Kuang’s parents
were also traveling when the government
quarantined their city, and they could not
return home.
“Luckily, because the spring festival — the
Chinese New Year — my parents went to
our hometown, and now they’re locked out
[of Wuhan],” Kuang said. “But the diseases
there are not severe as [Wuhan], so they
cannot go back.”
This was not the first time a coronavirus
originated in China. In 2003, severe acute
respiratory syndrome (SARS) infected
people in the southern Chinese province of
Guangdong, 620 miles from Wuhan. World
Health Organization reported that SARS
spread to 30 countries with a death toll of
813 before being contained globally in June
2003. The organization recorded the epidemic
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Students, faculty, staff and community members circle in prayer for Wuhan,
China, in the McInteer Rotunda Jan. 28. Since Dec. 31, 2019, over 24,000
cases have been reported.
caused a total of 8,437 cases of SARS in the
nine months before its containment, while
the new strain of the coronavirus, as of Feb.
5, has infected more than 24,000 and killed
491 in a little over one month.
Ed Mosby, a 2000 Harding alumnus,
and his wife Pam Mosby lived in Wuhan
during the SARS outbreak in 2003. Pam
said the university they worked for issued ID
badges to everyone on campus — from the
university president to the janitor — and set
a 7 p.m. curfew. The university also advised
the Mosbys take the temperatures of their
family members daily to prevent SARS.
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“When I asked who we should call in
with the daily temperature report, they
said, ‘Don’t call us, we’ll call you,’” Pam
said. “They never called.”
Global efforts are being made to find a
treatment for the new coronavirus. As of
Feb. 5, WHO confirmed 11 cases in the
U.S. Another virus, however, has affected
many more people on American soil so far.
According to CDC, there have been 19
million cases of influenza in the U.S. since
the season began in September, with over
10,000 deaths. For more information on the
influenza outbreak, see page 2A.
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Harding
students
battle influx
of influenza
virus
SELBY BAILEY
student writer
About 100 students have visited Harding’s
Student Health Services office this semester
due to the inf luenza virus. Director of
Student Health Services Rhonda Davis said
she has seen a lot of different wellness cases
this semester such as: head colds, injuries
and tuberculosis tests, but the number of
students ill with the flu trumps them all. She
said this flu season has been unforgiving as
students around campus continue to get sick.
“[ T he] f lu is a v i r us t hat is ver y
easi ly t ra nsm issible f rom person to
p e r s on , a d i s e a s e pr i m a r i l y s pr e a d
t h rough c lose contac t,” Dav is sa id.
She said the flu is most contagious in
the early stage when someone thinks it
is just a cold. If someone has it without
knowing, they are more likely to spread it
to others quickly just by coughing within

Photo by RYANN HEIM

Graduate student Savannah Wright lies in bed with a box of tissues. Roughly 100 students suffered with the
influenza virus so far this semester.
a few feet of them. The virus then finds
a new host and continues to spread.
If students have symptoms when they
visit Harding’s Student Health Services,
Davis said they are asked to put on masks
immed iately to prevent a ny spread.
Though face masks do not completely
eliminate the possibility of contracting
the f lu, she said wearing one is enough
to reduce the chances of getting the
f lu by about 80%. People often avoid
the doctor’s office from fear of getting
sick, but the nurse’s office said it is one
of the cleanest places on campus.

The Centers for Disease and Prevention
(CDC) reported there have been 15 million
f lu cases — including 8,200 deaths — in
the United States during this current
2019-20 f lu season. (Fifty-four of the
8,200 deaths were children.) Fifty percent
of positive test results for the f lu have
been in people under 25 years of age, and
only 12% in people 65 years or older.
Junior nursing student Abbey Lusk
sa id having a healthy diet, getting a
decent amount of sleep and washing
your hands are ways of reducing
t he c h a nc e s of c atc h i n g t he v i r u s .

Herd immunity becomes especially
important for people who might have a disease
that prevents them from getting vaccinated
or if they are allergic to the vaccination itself,
Lusk said. When there is herd immunity,
that individual who cannot get vaccinated is
protected from the virus because everyone
else is immune and serves as a shield, Lusk
said. However, she said when one person
does not get vaccinated, it opens up a
path for the virus to reach that individual.
“It’s not only to protect yourself, but to
protect others around you who might have a
chronic illness or to protect infants,” Lusk said.

‘We need to do more to create change’
NFL, Roc Nation honor Botham Jean in video
BRIELLE
HETHERINGTON
news editor
The National Football League (NFL)
and Roc Nation recently partnered to
release a video, which featured Harding
alumnus Botham Jean, who was shot and
killed in 2018 by former Dallas police
off icer Amber Guyger.
The social media video — captioned
“We Are in This Together” — is part of
the Inspire Change initiative created by
the NFL and in partnership with Shawn
“Jay-Z” Carter’s label, Roc Nation. NFL
Commissioner Roger Goodell said this
program was designed to be a platform
for change.
The two minute video is narrated by
Jean’s mother, Alison; father, Bertrum; and
sister, Allisa Charles-Findley. It consists
of various video clips and family photos of
Jean and short interviews with the family.
The video includes several statements

about the unfair treatment of people
of color, especially when dealing with
police enforcement.
“The color of my skin can be perceived
as a weapon, but it ’s not,” Cha rlesFindley said.
After receiving backlash for its treatment
of players like Colin Kaepernick, the
NFL has sought to make amends by
reaching out to various families who
lost someone because of police brutality.
Three families, including the Jeans, spoke
about the partnership with the cast of
ABC’s “The View” Jan. 28.
“I look at it as Kaepernick started the
conversation, and with Roc Nation and
the NFL, they’re now taking another
step,” Charles-Findley said. “It doesn’t
end here with Roc Nation and the NFL.
We’re looking for anyone with a platform
to keep this conversation going so that
we can come up with the resolution.”
President of t he Black St udent
Association Raissa Ames said she believes

the video is a good start for promoting
awareness and equality, and platforms
like the NFL and Roc Nation should
use their reach to make an impact. Ames
said she believes st udents can create
a space for dialogue about issues like
this, as well.
“ E s p e c i a l l y i n t o d a y ’s s o c i e t y,
we ’re ver y d iv isive a nd qu ic k to be
defensive instead of reaching out and
learning about differences,” president
of men’s socia l c lub Sub-T 16 — of
which Jean was a member — Chandler
Vanlandingham said.
Vanlandingham said the video was
a great place to start, but it is only the
f irst step of many.
“ We are all one in the eyes of our
savior,” Vanlandingham said. “I think
— if we’re going to use this situation
and video in a positive way — that is the
mindset we need to have, and I think
that’s the mindset Botham had; we owe
it to him to f ix these problems.”

Photo by SADIE THORNTON

A student watches public service
announcement featuring Botham
Jean, which was released by the
NFL and Roc Nation Jan. 22. The two
companies partnered to create the
Inspire Change initiative.

Spanish department hosts
weekend of fellowship
KAITLYN FRANCOIS
student writer

Photo by SADIE THORNTON

Professor Ava Conley describes the food to Spanish language majors
and minors who were invited to her house Feb. 1-2. Conley cooked three
different meals that could feed 25 students.
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Students enjoy a restaurant-esque culinary experience at Ava Conley’s
home Feb. 2. Conley has invited students over for 15 years.

The Spanish program in Harding’s
Department of Foreign Languages and
International Studies recently hosted a
weekend dedicated to fellowship and food
Feb. 1-2 at emeritus professor of Spanish,
Ava Conley’s house that included various
cultural dishes.
Conley said all in the Spanish program
were welcomed into a restaurant-esque
scene as they entered her home Feb. 1-2.
She said she prepared three homemade
meals that would feed up to 25 Spanish
language students at a time. She said
Saturday brunch, Saturday evening meal
and Sunday br unch — a l l inc lud ing
different cultural dishes — gave students
and faculty the opportunity for a tastebud
awakening.
This weekend tradition began about 15
years ago, Conley said, when she saw a
need for fellowship between the differing
classes.
“It’s a chance for interaction between
majors and minors,” Conley said. “It gives
a chance for freshmen to mingle with
sophomores, juniors and seniors.”
Senior Spanish and medical humanities
major Taylor Weatherford said she looked
forward to the weekend full of delicious
food and conversing in Spanish with her
friends.
“ I appreciate the communit y that
Spanish has formed, because I feel more
comfortable speaking with all the students
that I am in class with,” Weatherford said.

Senior Spanish and political science
major Michael Krupka attended Sunday
brunch and emphasized the closeness of
the department.
“Something that makes the Spanish
department so close is that we do stuff
like this,” Krupka said.
Weatherford and Krupka noted how
opportunities such as the weekend at
Conley’s house allow growth not only
in the students’ relationships with one
another and the faculty, but in the students’
language development.
“I think it’s really important that we
struggle together and recognize that we’re
there for one another,” Weatherford said.
Conley said she has enjoyed being able to
watch students cultivate close relationships
through Spanish. Through the years, she
said she has seen students arrange their
class schedules to ensure they will have
a class together, pitch different Spanish
activities to see each other more outside
of class and create Facebook pages to stay
in touch.
“That’s the joy,” Conley said. “[The
relationships] don’t end when they graduate.”
Krupka said the weekend was more
than students and faculty eating Conley’s
multicultural food. He said it provided
students and faculty with a fellowship
they appreciate and hold on to.
“Señora Conley is a Harding Spanish
department staple,” Krupka said. “She,
along with the help of all of the rest of the
excellent faculty, has worked to basically just
build this program into such a successful
and close-knit group.”
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A beautiful day in
our neighborhood

State of
the SA
Michael Krupka
Guest Writer

I

f you’re like me, you love a good
movie. Well made films can captivate
our attention and imagination, show us
different perspectives and even inspire us to
be better people. Last weekend, I went to
the Searcy Rialto to see “A Beautiful Day in
the Neighborhood,” starring Tom Hanks.
The children’s show on which the film
was based, “Mr. Rogers’ Neighborhood,”
was before my time, so I went into it without
many expectations. The film tells the story
of a jaded journalist, Lloyd, who has been
hurt by the men in his life, so he suspects
the worst of all the people he interviews.
All of this is flipped on its head, however,
when he is assigned the beloved children’s
TV host, Fred Rogers. Expecting to find a
crack in Rogers’ facade, Lloyd encounters
only a kind and genuine man who cares about
every individual he comes into contact with.
At one point a friend of Rogers remarks,
“[Mr. Rogers] likes everybody, but he loves
people like you.” Over the course of their

interviews, Rogers helps Lloyd deal with
his own pain, forgive the ones he loves, and
see the people around him in a new light.
Characters like Fred Rogers inspire us
because of their unwavering love for humanity,
and the best part of this story is that he was
not just a fictional character, but a real man.
At times, I can get discouraged when
things don’t go my way — when the weather
is gloomy, when a Student Association (SA)
project takes longer than I had anticipated,
etc. If enough of these factors align, I can
begin to see the world like Lloyd.
However, in spite of any and/or all of
these factors, it can still be a beautiful day
in our neighborhood; we just have to look
in the right places. This year has been a
fantastic one to be involved with the SA;
the representatives are fantastic, and we have
completed projects in almost every aspect of
campus life. The weather last weekend was
picnic-level quality.
Finally, and most importantly, we are
surrounded by some of the world’s best
people. Just last week, seniors Taylor Koonce

and Stephen Crowson invited me and my
roommate to their apartment for dinner. These
two showed us incredible hospitality, and
the four of us got to deepen our friendships
in a meaningful way.
While we had known they both grew up
in Rwanda, it had never occurred to us that
they grew up as best friends. Of course, now
that I think of it, two people this genuine
would have to be best friends.
And here’s the kicker: We all have the
opportunity to find that kind of best friend.
They’re all around us. All over this campus,
there are significant people empowered by
a Fred Rogers-esque love for friendship.
I hope to spend my last months of college
the right way, and I truly believe this means
looking for the bright sides that surround
us. And among these blessings, the most
important will always be the people, or as
Mr. Rogers calls them, neighbors.
MICHAEL KRUPKA is a guest writer
for the Bison. He may be contacted
at sa@harding.edu.

Erin Weiss @erinweiss34

I’m so glad the groundhog saw his shadow so we can have
Spring Sing again this year
Samantha Kemp @Sam2kmp2

I just want the #Bachelor2020 producers know that I am a
college student who has 3 tests and validation this week and
does not have time to watch 5 hours of the bachelor.

Tweets from
the Harding
Community

Barrie Mounger @barrrito

I just typed pipeline.harding.edu into my work browser out of
some random reawakened habit?
Kinsey Stubblefield @KinseyStubbs

I want to know why I still cannot wear shorts to Spring Sing
practice, but I can to chapel?

Follow The Bison on social media for
news and exclusive digital content
Harding University
Student Publications

@hustupubs

@hustudentpubs

‘Find rest in God, and he
will give in abundance’
Student Writer

I

t seems like the beginning of every
semester is filled with learning how to
balance a schedule that excites and scares
me at the same time. Without fail, I will
overextend and overwhelm myself with
responsibility.
I’ve always really enjoyed the idea of
living up to the hustle and bustle of life, and
I often find joy in what I can accomplish.
I was drawn in by the idea of being one of
those girls who can do it all and be OK —
but I am not OK.
In reality, I am searching for my worth in
what I can do and not in what God can do
through me. Placing my worth in ideas of
myself and how busy I am has distracted me
from where my worth really needs to come.
Already this semester, I’ve been told
that I “didn’t understand the assignment,”
missed a quiz and had to redo an entire
paper. I felt heartbroken when I didn’t

Kinsey Stubblefield
Opinions Editor

In case you missed it...

Katelyn Allen

Little
but loud

e xce ed my ow n e x p ec tat ions. I felt
overwhelmed by disappointment from
myself and others, and I was drowning
in chaos that I couldn’t control.
Someone we should look to in times of
heartbreak is Job, but someone I also look
to when I feel heartbreak is Hannah. She
couldn’t do the one thing that so many
people said was her only purpose, and the
inability to conceive a child destroyed her
self-image. She couldn’t see that the love
of her husband was unconditional — which
was so rare in husbands back then — and
chose to bare her burden alone for so long.
Finally, Hannah threw herself on the
ground and begged God to give her a son.
She promised in return to give her child to
God all the days of their life. I think this
story is moving because Hannah sacrificed
her desire to raise a child so her son could
serve the Lord. God is so good and evident
in this story through so much of what we
don’t talk about: sacrifice.
Hannah leaned on the Lord and was not
afraid to ask for help. So often, I allow my

pride to make God seem so small. I think
my burdens are too big for even him to
bare, and I feel trapped. I carry my burdens
alone and wear a mask that makes everyone
think I’m OK.
Hannah taught me that it’s OK not to
have it all together all the time, and to
sacrifice where my worth is and give it
to God. I lay my burdens at his feet and
trust in him fully because I know he will
take care of me. Even amidst the storm of
doubt and darkness, God tells me to look
and find rest in him.
No, I still don’t have it all together, but
God has humbled me and picked up my
cross. I don’t feel paralyzed by fear and
worry anymore, but I feel motivated by
his love for me. I am grieving the person I
thought I wanted to be and celebrating the
person God is calling me to be. Find rest
in God, and he will give it in abundance.
KATELYN ALLEN is a student writer
for The Bison. She may be contacted
at kallen11@harding.edu.

Call them by
their name
M

y name has been a struggle for
the majority of my life. People
misspel l it constant ly, and I cannot
count the number of times people have
mispronounced it or called me by something
completely wrong.
Most t imes, it ’s un intent iona l or
simply a mistake, but I have never let it
go. When I came to Harding, I wanted
to make friends with as many people as
I could because I didn’t have any — I
wanted to remember the people I met
and vice versa.
Memorizing peoples’ names is not easy,
especially after only meeting them once.
Let me be clear, I am not bitter about all
the people who have ever called me Kelsey
or McKenzie. However, there is so much
importance in knowing someone’s name
and calling people by their name.
A name is part of a f irst impression
— the first look into who a person is. A
name is the beginning of a friendship
or introduction into someone new. It
is important to remember it. Calling a
person by their name makes them feel
seen and known.
T h is is suc h a sma l l gest u re, but
genuinely addressing someone and asking
them how their day was or how they are
doing is such a simple task. When someone
remembers your name after only one
introduction, it makes you feel noticed.
This concept applies to so many situations.
When applying for a job, addressing your
possible employer by their right name
is imperative. Them getting your name
correct is just as important. It helps you
realize your value and their active pursuit
of getting to know who you are.
This is true in relationships too. I
think of this most in the context of the
club process, because it is currently most
relevant to me. Going around to different
mi xers, introducing yourself dozens
upon dozens of times, as well as having
hundreds of people introduce themselves
to you, is exhausting.
However, I want to be sure the people
I meet do not think I am just going to
forget them when I turn around to meet
the next person behind me. So I actively
commit to remembering a person’s name
after meeting them the first time.
Now, I do not know what it is about
my brain, but I find this task incredibly
simple, which is probably why I think it
is so important.
It seems silly, but making eye contact
with someone when introducing yourself
makes it so much easier to remember their
name. Memor y is about intentionally
remembering details so a moment will
stick in your brain.
Eye contact and listening to them
when they say their name the first time
will help you remember who they are.
Actively introduce yourself. Actively
remember them.
I find it so disrespectful when I have
to introduce myself over and over to
someone. It genuinely feels like they
do not care enough to know who I am.
Learn your neighbor’s name; it will make
a difference in how you treat them — and
how they treat you.
KINSEY STUBBLEFIELD is the opinions
editor for The Bison. She may be
contacted at kstubblefield@harding.edu.
Twitter: @kinseystubbs
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Contact Kinsey Stubblefield about guest writing for The Bison
kstubblefield@harding.edu
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‘Talking to Strangers:’
lessons from Sundance

Learning
to swim
Emily Nicks

Meals Martin

Editor-in-Chief

My least
favorite part
of my job
S

tepping into a new role, position or
job always comes with a learning
curve; it’s inevitable. Transitioning into
the editor’s position this year was no
exception. Ever y week — ever y day,
even — I’m learning new things, often
on the f ly. There are parts of this job I
didn’t even know existed until it came
time to do them. Luckily, I work with
people who forgive my mistakes and
help me through the new lessons that
seem to be never-ending.
In addition to learning new skills,
tac t ic s a nd ta sk s , I ’ve a lso qu ic k ly
discovered which parts of this role are
my favorites — and my least.
If you’re interested in knowing about
the best parts of this job, shoot me an
email or stop me in the student center. I
would be thrilled to describe how much
fun it is to see the paper printed for the
first time on Thursday nights, work with
people who are also dear friends and get
a sneak peak of the new Ramen Doodle
ever y week. W ho knows? Maybe I’ ll
write a column about it at some point.
This, however, is not that column.
No, this is the one where I’ d like to
discuss one of my least favorite parts
of the job.
Every issue of The Bison begins with
a Monday meeting and a blank white
board. On this board are the titles of
our various sections and empty spots
for stories. We then brainstorm until
we’ve f illed it with story topics, photo/
graphic assignments and writers. By the
end of the process, the board is covered
in my sloppy penmanship.
It’s daunting, to say the least.
My heart begins to beat a little faster,
and my palms start to sweat about 15
minutes before our meeting every week.
It ’s scar y to be faced with the blank
board, knowing in the next hour it has
to be f illed with relevant stories. What
if we can’t come up with enough? What
if we miss the point? And the worst
fear — what are the stories out there
we’re missing?
I’ ll be honest: We make mistakes
sometimes. Specifically, I make mistakes.
There are stories that get missed in the
shuff le, especially if we don’t hear about
them soon enough. There are voices not
heard often enough. There are topics we
are not allowed to discuss. I apologize
for those instances.
However, I must say that one of my
least favorite parts of this job is also one
of the most powerful. Even though we
miss things sometimes, we do end up
f illing that board every week with over
20 stories, and I’m proud of that. While
some are more light-hearted than others,
none of them are pointless. Every source,
every interview, every topic — people
contributed to those. Stories, big or
small, are being told.
The primary purpose of a newspaper
is to s er v e a nd i n for m t he c u r rent
community, but another role is that of
recording history as it happens. When
someone picks up a copy of The Bison
years down the road, we hope they can
get a snapshot of what life was like on
this campus in February 2020. As we
plan our stories every Monday, we try
to consider our readers of today f irst,
and then we consider what needs to be
preserved for the searchers of tomorrow.
So, we’ll continue to f ill the board
week after week. We’ll do our best to
f ind the stories that need to be shared
and do our best to portray them honestly.
If you have any suggestions, we’ll listen
— please reach out. This newspaper
is a communit y effort, for today and
tomorrow. Thank you for continuing
to partner with us.
EMILY NICKS is the editor-in-chief
for The Bison. She may be contacted
at enicks@harding.edu.
Twitter: @emilyk_nicks

Guest Writer

increasingly more difficult
It’sto becoming
find a reputable news outlet, so we

are being forced to become conscious of
the media we consume. We get to pick and
choose what kinds of media we consume
and from whomever we please. This creates
conflict, mixed messages and negative
perceptions of many groups.
Specif ically, I am speak ing about
marginalized people. The difference
between a marginalized person and a
minority is that a marginalized person or
population is, by definition, insignificant,
left to the fringes of society. In this case, I
am speaking mostly socially, but this can
be economically, racially or ethically, and
often they are tied together.

These are experiences I
will never live, but in 90
minutes, I was immersed
in stories that will impact
the way I understand
and communicate with
people in the future.
– Meals Martin,
senior

A minor it y person or popu lation
is a group of persons that is a smaller
part of a whole. These two things being

different, minority persons are often also
marginalized.
Last week I attended the Sundance
Film Festival, where I got to listen to many
marginalized people tell their stories for the
first time and bring some understanding
to the way they experience life. I want to
express the importance of marginalized
people having a place in media.
I watched a story of an immigrant
family in the ’80s nav igate r unning
their own farm. I watched a family and
community in Texas celebrate Juneteenth,
a day commemorating the abolition of
slavery in Texas.
These are experiences I will never
live, but in 90 minutes, I was immersed
in stories that will impact the way I
understand and communicate with people
in the future. The lack of representation
of these marginalized people is a leading
part of the misunderstanding within this
country; both of these films are indicative
of that to me.
Malcolm Gladwell wrote a book titled
“Talking to Strangers,” in which the leading
premise is that when communication breaks
down, and when there is no understanding,
conflict can lead to tragedy.
Instead of disagreeing with those who
hold opposing views, look nothing like
you or act nothing like you, hear what
they have to say. Their experiences are
not wrong or untrue because you do not
subjectively understand them. Listen to
your neighbor.

The communication tragedy Gladwell
writes about would decrease significantly
if we just listened louder to one another
instead of screaming at the top of our
lungs — deafened by our own needs versus
those of each other.
I encourage you to be conscious of
the media you consume and the media
outlets that you trust. Get out of the media
bubble you have created for yourself and
listen to those who have opposing views
or experience life differently than you.

I encourage you to
be conscious of the
media you consume
and the media outlets
that you trust.
– Meals Martin,
senior

For marginalized people, your platform
reaches more people than you know.
There is victor y in sharing any stor y
that defeats evil and cures loneliness. I
encourage you to tell your story of how
you have not been properly represented or
entirely misrepresented. There are people
who will find comfort in knowing you
share the same pain, or grow stronger by
validating their story.
MEALS MARTIN is a guest writer for
The Bison. She may be contacted
at amartin14@harding.edu.
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The tortoise and the hare
Michael Claxton

Narrative Columnist

A

lexander Pope was not sentimental
about children. The famous
British poet lived during an era that saw
kids primarily as miniature adults and
seldom gave much thought to childhood.
Like many 18th century writers, on the
rare occasion he broached the subject,
Pope could be rather dismissive:
Behold the child, by nature’s kindly
law,
Pleased with a rattle, tickled with
a straw;
Some livelier plaything gives his
youth delight,
A little louder, but as empty quite.
All he could say about young people
— bless their hearts — is they are easily
amused with simple toys, the noisier
the better. Of course, Pope himself
stood barely above the average child.
As a grown man, he was only 4 feet, 6
inches tall. And out of fairness to the
poet, I should point out that he could
be equally cynical about adults and
their empty playthings.
I bring all this up to add a literary
patina to my latest midlife crisis. I have
been wondering lately just exactly what
it means to be a grown-up. On the
surface, the usual markers are there. I
have had a mortgage for the last 10 years.
I have owned the same car longer than
my students have been alive. During
the winter, I wear a long, black, wool
coat of the kind one normally sees on
undertakers.
Most of my favorite movie stars
are dead. I now have reading glasses,
gold-toe socks and more than one pair
of house slippers. Ever y bit of this

evidence points to adulthood.
But I’m trying to square all that with
my giddiness last week over opening a
package and pulling out — fresh from
eBay — a vintage Touché Turtle push
puppet. I literally giggled all the way
from the mailbox to the kitchen when
the parcel arrived. I could not undo
the bubble wrap fast enough to unveil
my prize, which I held aloft like an
Olympic torch, admiring it from all
angles.
Then, when I could hold off no
longer, I pushed the button in the
base over and over, watching w ith
glee as the 50-year-old plastic tortoise
f lopped around with his rapier and
white musketeer hat dancing in all
their glory. “Pleased with a rattle,” as
Pope would say.
Perhaps I shou ld prov ide some
context. When I was a kid in the ’70s,
William Hanna and Joe Barbera were
among the reigning kings of Saturday
morning cartoons. Their best-known
creations are still household names: the
Flintstones, the Jetsons, Scooby-Doo
and Yogi Bear. To identify some of
their other characters, you would have
to find someone reading a newspaper
in house slippers. He could tell you
about Huckleberry Hound, Magilla
Gorilla, Quick Draw McGraw and
Touché Turtle.
The latter’s name is pronounced
“too-shay,” as when you begrudgingly
admit that someone has topped your
joke with a better one. Wielding his
fencing foil, Touché Turtle battled
villains and rescued victims alongside
his dense sidekick, a dog f latteringly
named Dum Dum. Whether they were
stopping bank robberies or battling
dragons, the heroic turtle would shout
his catch phrase “Touché Away!” before

charging into the thick of it all.
This cartoon only ran for a year,
and it predated me by a decade. But
thanks to the magic of re-runs, all the
Hanna-Barbera characters — along with
Bullwinkle, Bugs Bunny and Woody
Woodpecker — kept me laughing
while I munched on Count Chocula
cereal every morning. It was a golden
era of childhood for me. I would gladly
spend my mornings the same way now
if I did not have to earn money to pay
the water bill.
Nostalgia is not in style these days,
which is why I like it so much. I’ve liked
it for 30 years. Even as a teenager, I
started collecting toys that brought back
the old glory. I still vividly remember
the day when Dad and I hit a yard sale
and found two vintage Atom Ant and
Secret Squirrel “Tricky Trapeze” toys
for 10 cents each. With this toy, you
press buttons on both sides of the base
and watch a plastic figure loop around
in circles. If you’ve never played with
one, I don’t see how you can go around
claiming to have lived.
I saw a Touché Turtle push puppet
not long after that at an antique show.
The dealer knew its value and priced
it accordingly. It was above my budget
in those days, so I had to pass. That
was 30 years ago, and it’s haunted me
ever since. But last month I saw one on
eBay. I outbid some other misty-eyed
sap, and now the 1960s tortoise sits
on my shelf next to Ricochet Rabbit.
It looks like adulthood means being
able to buy back childhood.
MICHAEL CLAXTON is the narrative
columnist for The Bison. He can be
contacted at mclaxto1@harding.
edu.

At the Bison, it is our goal to serve the Harding University student body with integrity, truth and open ears. However, we believe that meeting that goal is a two-way street between our staff and the
public it serves. We pledge to keep our eyes and ears open to what our community has to say and hope that, in return, that community will be an interactive audience, sharing its stories with us. We
also pledge to do the basics: Report accurate and relevant information, check our facts, and share them in a professional, timely manner. If you have any story ideas, questions, comments or concerns
for the Bison staff, please email Emily Nicks, the editor-in-chief, at enicks@harding.edu. “The Bison (USPS 577-660) is published weekly (except vacations, exams and summer sessions), 20 issues per
year, by Harding University. Periodicals postage paid at Searcy, Arkansas 72143. POSTMASTER: Send address changes to The Bison, Harding University 11192, SEARCY, AR 72149-0001.” BYLINE
POLICY: The Bison provides an opportunity for class writers to contribute work under the byline “guest writers.” Due to this arrangement, staff writers may rewrite a portion of the guest writers’ stories as
they deem necessary, while still identifying the work as the guest writers’ own.
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Encouraging
Enthusiasm
Todd Gray

Head Sports Editor

Starting a
league of
their own

T

he Kansas City Chiefs are officially
champions of the National Football
League (NFL), after coming back from a
10 point deficit to defeat the San Francisco
49ers 31-20. As the cycle goes, the winners
celebrated in the streets, while the losers
shook their heads and said, “Maybe next
year.” Regardless, football fans now have
to endure the long period of waiting that
inevitably comes after every football season.
Fans usually start watching other sports
like baseball or basketball after football
season, and some just find hobbies to fill the
emptiness that occurs during this period.
This can be a very disheartening time for fans
with jerseys in closets and a lack of reason
to turn on the TV on Sundays.
This year is different. On Feb. 8, the XFL
is providing football fans with an additional
season of football.
The XFL is debuting again after its failure
in 2001. The league consisted of eight teams
whose sole purpose was to win the “Million
Dollar Game.” Its creation was meant to give
sports fans something to watch after both
the pro and college seasons had ended, but
it only lasted one season.
Vince McMahon, commissioner of the
World Wrestling Entertainment (WWE),
sought to make the XFL more intense and
with higher risks, but this only led to a
significant amount of injuries throughout
the season. Despite being intense, the league
tried to implement the same flare that the
pro-wrestling world had at the time with
sky cams, sideline interviews broadcast over
the stadium speakers and jersey nicknames.
Despite the spectacle, football fans were
not fans of the XFL in 2001. Some said this
was due to the overall quality of play, while
others said it was the presentation and the
change in rules.
Whatever the reason, the XFL ended up
costing the WWE $35 million in its $100
million investment, causing the XFL to
cease operations.
Many companies avoided trying to create
another football league, as nothing seemed to
compare with the NFL. That was until the
American Alliance of Football, (AAF) was
created on March 20, 2018.With the same
goal as the XFL, the AAF started with eight
teams competing to see who was the best.
The game introduced new rules such as
the exclusion of kick-offs and extra points
due to safety issues in the NFL. The AAF
accumulated fans and appeared to be a viable
replacement for NFL and college football.
However, just as quickly as it was created,
the AAF ended April 2, 2019, due to lack
of funding, which put multiple players and
coaches out of jobs.
The XFL is hoping again to fill this gap,
by providing a legitimate replacement for
regular season football. The league claims
to have learned from past experience and
plans to avoid the flashy presentation of its
predecessor. It will instead focus on aspects of
the game of football rather than presentation.
The new XFL will have eight teams, five new
rules and one new commissioner, Oliver Luck.
Rules are meant to protect players while also
providing faster game play.
“What we did is listen to fans,” Luck told
ESPN reporters when asked about the XFL.
“And what they told us is that they love this
game, but they would like it at a little more of
a faster pace and with a little more excitement.
They thought there was too much idle time.
We tried to listen to what they didn’t want
also. They didn’t want gimmicks or things
that were inauthentic. They also didn’t want
to be complicit when it comes to player safety,
so what we wanted to do is take a great game
and make it a little better.”
In order for the XFL to succeed, people
have to watch it. Players and coaches are
dependent on the ones interested in the
league. I believe that we should also watch
sports that we may not be aware of — such
as women’s basketball or minor leagues.
While these sports may not get the media
attention that other major sports do, we have
the opportunity to support them. So tune
in to NBC Feb. 7 and help support a league
that could be a shift in the sports world.
TODD GRAY is head sports editor
for The Bison. He may be contacted
at tgray3@harding.edu.

RYAN GALLAGHER
student writer
Basketball player Kobe Bryant died in
a helicopter crash Jan. 26 alongside his
daughter Gianni and seven others. In the
week since, fans have processed the loss.
Bryant played 20 years of his life in the
National Basketball Association (NBA),
and secured f ive championships in his
career. Bryant claimed two gold medals
in the Olympics in 2008 and 2012. He
was an 18 time NBA All-Star, first guard
drafted out of high school. His numbers
eight and 24 were retired by the Lakers in
the wake of the tragic news. Bryant will
go down in history.
Bryant impacted people in more ways
than his achievements in basketball. People
saw his work ethic, mindset and impact as a
father. He left a mark not only in the story
of basketball, but also on the community
that he continuosly reached out to.
Junior guard Amanda Kearney said
Bryant was one of the greatest inspirations
throughout her life. She heard a lot about
him and his aspirational achievements.
“I always remember hearing Kobe Bryant’s
name,” Kearney said. “My AAU team was
purple just like the Lakers, and from the
time I was little, I was always 24, and I
have always known Kobe as that shooter.”
Kearney has represented number 24 at
Harding for the basketball team since she

arrived in 2017; Bryant’s impact on her life
is undeniable and ever present.
“He will be remembered as, the greatest
basketball player of all time, if not the
greatest,” Kearney said. “ You can see
throughout all social media how people
who did not even play basketball were
affected by it, and he meant something
to everyone.”

I always remember
hearing Kobe
Bryant’s name... from
the time I was little,
I was always 24, and
I have always known
Kobe as that shooter.
– Amanda Kearney,
junior guard
Head women’s coach Tim Kirby, who
has seen multiple generations of basketball,
said he was impressed by Bryant’s statistics.
“Obviously he was really good,” Kirby
said. “I think his work ethic and all that
had to do with where he was.”
Bryant scoring 81 points was the second
highest behind Wilt Chamberlain in a single

// Lady Bisons #24
Junior guard Amanda Kearney
Kearney takes a shot in her number
24 jersey. Kearney was inspired to
select the number 24 at a young age
due to her admiration for Kobe Bryant.
Photos courtesy of Harding Sports
Graphics by DARRIAN BAGLEY

game. Also, scoring 60 points in his final
career game is regarded as one of the best
final games of a basketball player’s career.
Redshirt freshman guard Tyler Hutchieson
said Bryant’s “Mamba Mentality” will live
with him.
“That mentality is a mentality you can
use in any category of life,” Hutchieson
said. “Whether it is sports, class or work.
It’s a mentality where you won’t be out
worked, and you’ll continue to work and
chase success until you can’t no more.”
Many people were inspired to wear the
number 24 to be more like number 24, but
Bryant was more than a basketball player.
“The loss of Bryant, and how devastating
that has been, it has shown people it is more
than just a sport,” Kearney said. “There is
so much community that goes around it
and you’ve been able to see that. It is just
so sad, I’ve cried over it many times, and
watching videos on YouTube of Kobe, the
legend. They say legends never die, so his
legacy is for sure going to live on.”

Olympic gold medalist
motivates track teams
MADISON SCOTT
student writer

Photo by SADIE THORNTON

Olympic gold medalist Earl Young
speaks to track teams. Athletes said
the speech motivated them.

Olympic gold medalist Earl Young visited
Harding’s track team last week and encouraged
them on matters beyond their track careers.
Young competed in the 1960 Italy Olympics
and won a gold medal in the 4X400 meter
relay, and he said that accomplishment pales
in comparison to what he does now.
Years after going to the Olympics, Young
said he was diagnosed with leukemia, and a
bone marrow transplant ultimately saved his
life. He said he now uses his Olympic fame
to share his story and advocate for people to
register to be bone marrow donors.
“Being a bone marrow donor sounds
intimidating, and I think he wants to put
it in a light where people understand why
it’s worth doing,” head track coach Don
Hood said.
Before Young spoke to the team, Hood
said he was eager for them to hear from
someone who was so successful but also used
it as a platform for God.
“I hope they see that just because you go
through a horrible, terrible time doesn’t mean
that God can’t use that to do something good
for people later,” Hood said.
Young shared advice and encouragement
about his experiences with both running track
and his diagnosis and treatment, and students
said they were inspired by his passion and
ability to keep his faith at the center of trials.

“He said all throughout his process and
every step of the way, he always made sure
he found the time to get in a quiet place and
physically get down on his knees and pray,”
junior javelin thrower Will Clark said.
Young said that his diagnosis was a wake
up call for him to live out his faith as boldly
as he did his athletic career, and despite all
of his prior success, what he does with his
life now is even more important.
“He was talking about how none of
that is nearly as important or feels as
worthwhile as what he’s doing now, which
was really cool to me,” freshman multievent athlete Claire Lowe said. “There’s
someone that’s so successful, and this is
what he’s living for.”
Hood said it is rare for athletes to hear
about the ability and opportunity they have
to live out their faith and use their gifts for
the kingdom of God, but Young encouraged
the team in both areas.
Both Lowe and Clark said Young encouraged
them to give their all in whatever they do.
Young encouraged the team to give their
undivided time and effort towards whatever
goal or aspiration they may have and use it
for good.
“Not every day is going to be easy, and not
every day is going to feel like you’re getting
better, but I can still continue to give it my
everything not just for myself and for my
own success, but because I’m working for
the Lord,” Lowe said.
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Senior defensive back Jacory Nichols runs the ball for a touchdown during a game at First Security Stadium Nov.
7. Four Harding football players are pushing to continue their athletic career in the NFL.

Bisons prepare for big leagues
DARCY SANFORD
student writer
After wrapping up their final season,
four Harding football players pushed to
continue their athletic career and pursue
the next level. Senior defensive lineman
Mike Gant, senior defensive back V’Onte
Williams, senior defensive back Jacory
Nichols and senior running back Brandon
Brice are on the road to make the National
Football League (NFL) to fulf ill their
lifelong dreams.
Gant said he could not ask for anything
better than to have a shot at something he
dreamed of since he was a kid.
“Putting my all into this is something I
could not say no to,” Gant said. “I feel like
I have some more left in the tank, so right
now I am just training and getting ready.”
The players said they are gearing up for

pro days and combines where they will
showcase their talents, performing physical
and mental tests in front of NFL managers
and scouts. At this point, the players are all
about getting noticed and displaying their
talents wherever they can.
The players said as small school athletes
it will be harder to be noticed, so they are
doing all they can to get their names out there.
“As a player, you got to get in the right
mode: eating the right stuff, training the
right way, getting ready for 40s, bench
press, vertical jump, broad jump, and all
that type of stuff,” Nichols said. “It takes a
lot of time for that process, and then, if you
perform well, an NFL team wants you and
they will contact you.”
The NFL hopefuls said Harding has
helped prepare them not only as players,
but also as men. Nichols and Gant both
said Harding has helped them connect with

people, and they stressed how important
that is for football, and for life.
“I think that will help me sell myself
better and help me get to know people and
connect,” Gant said. “Harding has really
helped me become a man and be ready for
those responsibilities that I got coming
my way.”
Senior defensive lineman Jordan Allison
said he is proud of his teammates whether
or not they make it. He said he encouraged
them to keep on pushing and to never stop
believing in their vision.
“I’m very excited though, because I know
how hard they have worked,” Allison said. “I
have seen their work ethic. I have been able
to see them grow as men as I played with
them. It’s really sweet to see them decide to
use their talents that God has given them to
continue to try to make it to the next level
and tell about how good he is.”

“Players Only” is a special column written
by Harding athletes. In this week’s issue: Bisons
junior infielder David Butterfield discusses the
team’s expectations for baseball season and their
mentality for the year.
Being a junior this year, I know what to
expect. This year’s baseball team has several
new faces, but we all have the same mindset
heading into the season. We may have
surprised people last year with a runner-up
finish in the conference tournament and
finishing one game shy of a chance to go
to the regional tournament. We will not be
sneaking up on anyone this year. We have
several key returning starters from last year,
including our entire infield, catcher Brendan
Perrett and a pitching staff led by seniors
Logan McCall, Ty Hoecker and Ryder Yakel.
I also cannot say enough good things
about how the transfer players and freshmen
have stepped in and embraced and upheld
our culture. We have a core belief as a team
that was introduced four years ago during our
senior’s first year in the program. It is called
“The Pack Mentality.” It reads: “The strength
of the pack is the wolf, and the strength of
the wolf is the pack.” The main idea is that a
bear could attack and kill a single wolf, but
it would have no chance against a pack. The
players who came before me bought into the
“pack” mindset, and since then, it has been
important to our success. We know that the
closer team — or our pack — is, the harder
it will be for opposing teams this year.
If you want to know what I expect this
season, I will tell you. We are going to work
hard each day to prepare for each series as
we have since the fall. We will compete
for each other every game to the best of
our ability, not worrying about rankings,
statistics or failures, but rather because we
love each other. We will continue to grow
as a family because college baseball is not
about your records and statistics, but it is
about the bonds you create with teammates
that share a common purpose.
It is like that in life, too. The one who
lives to take everything out of life will
gain nothing. But, the one who sacrifices
his own desires for the good of others will
gain everything. This is our team, our pack,
our family.

Greg Harnden presented with Lifetime Achievement Award
PERI GREENE
beat reporter
Former athletic director and Harding
women’s basketball coach Greg Harnden
received the Lifetime Achievement Award
from the NCAA Division II Athletic Director
Association. Harnden’s achievements and
reputation since being hired by Harding in
1987 factored into him being recipient of
this high honor.
Harnden’s colleagues spoke of his ability to
connect with students and players gracefully,
while also instilling confidence within them
to be their best.
Angie Duggar, who attended Harding
from 1994 to 1997, played for Harnden
during the last four years he coached the
Lady Bison’s basketball team before taking
the job as athletic director.
“He gave me confidence for sure,” Duggar
said. “He believed in me and helped me to
step into some big roles.”
She said Harnden helped make college
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basketball the highlight of her athletic career.
“He expected everyone to do their part and
do their best, but at the same time, we had
a lot of fun,” Duggar said.
Jeff Morgan, athletic director and
head men’s basketball coach, spoke of his

Q&A WITH
HARDING
ATHLETES

friendship with Harnden along with the
recent achievement.
“The award is an awesome honor and
very much deserved,” Morgan said. “He
was a really good coach for a long time, and
— as an athletic director — was awesome
to work for.
He has always been kind of a mentor
and a big brother figure, not only for me,
but a lot of us. Over the years we have had
a lot of laughs, and then he has been very
involved in some very tough times in all
of our lives.”
Morgan also outlined some of the
changes Ha rnden was able to create
during his time at Ha rding, such as
helping start up new athletic teams and
creating new facilities.
Harnden pointed the award back to the
players and coaches that make up the athletic
department.
“Obviously, an athletic director would
on ly g et somet h i ng l i k e t h is i f t he
athletes and coaches were doing well,

so it is really an honor for Harding and
for our athletes and for our coaches,”
Harnden said.
Harnden also pointed to his leadership
for getting him to this area of success. He
was hired by president emeritus David Burks,
and continues to work under President Bruce
McLarty.
“Both Dr. Burks and Dr. McLarty see the
importance of athletics to Harding and the
student body and have provided the support
and resources for our coaches and athletes
to succeed at the highest level,” Harnden
said. “We as an athletic department have
so much to thank both Dr. Burks and Dr.
McLarty.”
Harnden said he deeply appreciated the
unexpected honor, but continues to appreciate
his time at Harding even more. Harnden
shared how special it is to be a part of a
school that shares the same mission and
vision. Harnden said he has loved getting
to share life with college students for so
many years.

Logan Smith
volleyball

Kyler Hensley
basketball

Abbie Jiles
basketball

Jake Sissan
soccer

Brooke Bradley
basketball

What is your favorite fast
food restaurant?

Tacos 4 Life

Chicken
Express

Sonic

Zaxby’s

Whataburger

If you could eat one food
for the rest of your life,
what would it be?

Chicken
Caesar salad

Steak

Mozzarella
sticks

Pizza

Eggs

Where is the best place
to order pizza from?

Pizza Hut

Domino’s

Anywhere

Domino’s

Campisi’s

What is your Sonic drink order?

Cherry limeade
with extra
cherry

Blue raspberry
slush with
Nerds

Strawberry
Sprite

Cherry limeade

Peach
raspberry
slush
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Seniors Julia Hensley, Emily Jacobs and Ginni Davison sit surrounded by their many plants Feb. 4. They decided to collect plants when they moved
into the house in May 2019.

Students fill their home with passion for plants
ABIGAIL REZENTES
student writer
Five Harding students share a house,
purposefully full of plants, which they
affectionately call “The Green House.” One
can see the collection of plants displayed
through The Green House windows from
North Grand Street. A purple grow light,
which helps plants grow during the winter,
can be seen from the street at night. The
students created their own little jungle,
which they say is their haven.
Seniors Julia Hensley, Caroline Hahn
and Emily Jacobs are three of the students
who share the house. They call themselves
plant collectors and said they enjoy finding

different and rare plants to add to their home.
“I can’t imagine our house without plants,”
Hensley said. “We actually just did a count;
it was 131 as of today. We haven’t added
any this week.”
“But we’re probably going to get some
more this weekend,” Jacobs added.
Since moving into their house in May
2019, the women said there were some
challenges taking care of so many plants. But
they said it was simply a learning process,
and they enjoy all that goes into taking care
of their collection.
Hensley said she appreciates the difference
of each and every plant they own and the
satisfaction of having a hobby with a purpose.
“It’s a hobby; it’s my thing,” Hensley said.
“I know that whatever happens in my life,

at the end of the day, I have plants to take
care of, not to mention our air is really pure.”
Jacobs said caring for plants is a mentally
calming experience that gives her joy.
“I had a lot of anxiety,” Jacobs said. “So
for me, plants were very much of a healing
process. I just loved seeing them grow; it
gives you a different perspective.”
Hahn agreed and said taking care of plants
is similar to having children — taking care
of something other than oneself. In this,
one learns what each plant needs and how
to care for it properly.
“It is kind of like a kid,” Hahn said.
“You have to learn to speak its language to
understand it.”
Not only are the plants beneficial for
them personally, but Hensley said their

jungle home allows them to propagate the
plants to share with friends.
“Propagate means you can take a cut of
the plant, water it so it grows roots, and
replant it,” Hensley said. “So basically one
plant will give you more plants.”
The women said the house they rent is on
a one-year lease, and when they graduate in
May, they will need to find a way to divvy
up their plants when they go their separate
ways. They said they might do a plant sale
to share their wealth.
“My freshman year, I bought my first two
plants, and I still have those two plants,”
Hensley. “You start with two, and you end
up with 131.”
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Student oversees biweekly
trivia night at Slader’s
He has the questions —
do you have the answers?
CAROLINE BIRDWELL
asst. copy editor
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Junior Mac Conn works at Slader’s Alaskan Dumpling Co. Feb. 3. Conn
expressed interest in hosting trivia night when he was hired in August 2019.

Most Harding students know Slader’s
Alaskan Dumpling Co. for its unique food
and relaxed environment, making it the
perfect location for the light competition and
fun that junior Mac Conn brings through
biweekly trivia nights.
Conn said he became emcee of Slader’s
trivia night soon after he was hired in August
2019. Slader Marshall, owner of Slader’s and
2013 Harding alumnus, said Conn expressed
an interest in hosting trivia nights early in
his employment.
“We are a small business and only have
a few team members,” Marshall said. “So
we encourage those that we hire to pursue
things that are of interest to them … and
trivia was that for Mac.”
Trivia night began in 2016 with Harding
alumnus Hunter Beck, giving Conn a legacy
to continue and expectations to uphold.

We are a small business
and only have a few team
members. So we encourage
those that we hire to
pursue things that are of
interest to them … and
trivia was that for Mac.
– Slader Marshall,
owner of Slader’s

Photo by ELENA FENNER

Conn tops fresh dumplings with cilantro Feb. 3. Slader’s Alaskan Dumpling
Co. opened in 2015.

“I was really excited,” Conn said. “And I
still really enjoy [hosting], especially when
I see people come that I have never seen
before.”
Marshall said trivia nights were a natural
fit for the restaurant because many people
enjoy the competition of trivia. He said
crowds of people participated in the event
for years, and continue to do so with Conn
emceeing.

The first trivia night of the 2020 spring
semester was Jan. 26, and the turnout was
one of the best since Conn began working
there, Marshall said.
“Around the beginning of the semester
when there’s not much going on, it’s usually
pretty packed,” Conn said. “We had 15 or
16 teams this past Sunday — teams of six.
That was insane.”
Conn said he loves being in front of the
crowd, leading the teams through questions
he made up. He said question topics can range
anywhere from facts about fluorescent light
bulbs to Dolly Parton. The best way to come
up with questions, according to Conn, is to
think of things people are familiar with.
“People are less excited to rack their brains
trying to remember something about an
engine component from a late 19th century
steamboat,” Conn said.
Marshall said he appreciates how Conn
uses his creativity to plan trivia nights,
incorporating random topics in the mix of
questions to keep people on their toes.
“It’s neat to support a student-driven event
where all the effort is completely on Mac,”
Marshall said. “He writes the questions, he
comes up with the theme, he emcees the
event all on his own time — just because
he loves to do it.”
Freshman Drew Fowler went to the
semester’s first trivia night and said it was
a good experience for a lot of people, and
he was especially fond of the easygoing and
competitive atmosphere.
“Mac runs [trivia night], and he’s just a
very chill guy,” Fowler said. “I really liked
the competition and seeing a bunch of college
kids come out and compete with each other.”
The next trivia night is Sunday at 7 p.m.
Show up with a team of six to compete for
a chance to win free dumplings.
“It’s a lot of fun,” Conn said. “There’s a
fun atmosphere with the more people we
have ... It’s a Sunday night — what else are
you going to do?”
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Becoming Cupid
How to ask someone to
be your valentine
CHANTEL CEASER
student writer
The day designated for chocolate kisses, romantic
comedies and love poems is around the corner.
Valentine’s Day is a time when one can show their
loved one — whether that person is a romantic interest or
not — how much they are loved and appreciated. Junior
Julia Urbina said she enjoys Valentine’s Day because she
can shower her friends with love and admiration.
“I like that you can just love on all your friends, so I
like buying little cards and making them feel special,”
Urbina said.
She said Valentine’s Day isn’t just for people in a
relationship; it is also for people who are single to shoot
their shot, ask their crush to be their valentine and take
them on a date.
Freshman Levi Huddleston said his perfect Valentine’s
date would be one where he and his date could be silly
and be themselves.
“Dates [for which] you have to dress up would be
really stressful for me, but if you just call me and say
‘Hey let’s go [hang out] around Walmart,’ I’d be down,”
Huddleston said.
Junior Jamica Gaither agreed with Huddleston and
said that a chill, laidback date is her ideal Valentine’s Day.
“Well, I actually like staying in, so maybe a nice
dinner that we cooked together, or something, and then
a movie,” Gaither said.
Huddleston said there is a wide range of options when
one is asking someone to be their valentine. He said if he
were to ask someone to be his valentine, he’d use a pun.
Gaither said she would go the safe route and give her
crush a note asking them to be her valentine.
“You have time to write it out, and, I mean, if they
say no, that’s fine because it’s in a note,” Gaither said.
“It’s not like I am in front of you asking you.”
If you’re feeling the effects of Cupid’s arrow this
February, here is a five-step plan to ask your crush to
be your valentine:

Friday, February 7, 2020

Beating

Test Week
Burnout

AGENDA
Rough Draft Due

Exercise
Mid-term Exam

Relax
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Managing mental health during test week
MORGAN RICHARDSON
student writer
For many students, week four of the semester brings the
first round of exams. Whether they are pulling all-nighters
to cram for exams or having tests fall on the same day,
students may feel more stress to their mental health than
usual during busy academic weeks.
“There have definitely been times where the stress of test
taking and school work, in general, has made me feel less
confident in myself,” junior Carter Shields said.
In B. Janet Hibbs’ book “The Stressed Years of Their
Lives,” she notes how the pressure and expectations of
today’s society can affect the mental state of college students.
Hibbs wrote: “Students experience the very real burdens of
constant striving on behalf of uncertain futures, amidst swiftly
changing political and economic landscapes. Stress combusts
with mental health diagnosis and an increased risk of self-harm.”
Logan light, director of Campus Life and president of
Chi Sigma Iota said there is no doubt stress is high among
college students.
“Being a college student is really hard; it builds up over
time, so I know it can get really difficult,” Light said. “Being

aware of your mental health is not fixing your mental health.”
Dr. Todd Patten, chair of mental health and wellness at
Harding, said he believes everyone should spend one hour a
day taking care of themselves, by exercising, resting, creating
and making sure one’s social needs are met by friends or
family. Patten encouraged students to be intentional about
each category, especially when deadlines are approaching.
He said students should also find how to recharge their
batteries. Light said he recognized not everyone recharges in
the same way and said finding one’s unique creative outlet
can be extremely beneficial.
“Be honest, and find what it is that recharges you,” Light
said. “And then trust that when you go do that, you leave
everything else behind and do that thing. But then when
you come back, you gotta get to work.”
Junior Emily Goin recharges by attending yoga classes at
Nooma in Searcy, as well as with the occasional power nap.
“I watch movies that inspire my creativity,” sophomore
Sam Jackson said. “Usually by myself I have some alone
time to think.”
“For me, it’s important to have an activity or time where
you can kind of detox, because if you’re constantly going from
test to study, test to study, it can be exhausting,” Shields said.

Looking for a way Check The Bison ;)
to surprise your valentine? WOW I love it!!!
Put a personal valentine message in the next issue of The Bison for your boyfriend,
girlfriend, chapel buddy, friend-crush or entire social club.
Messages are $5 each and can be paid directly in the Student Publications office located in
the Reynolds building or to our cashapp $hustudentpubs.
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Email dturner@harding.edu with your message details by Wednesday, Feb. 12.

Step 1: Think of your crush. If you
don’t have a crush, that’s what
chapel is for — the person four
seats down to your left is your
new crush.
Step 2: Figure out what your
crush likes. Social media can be
useful for this. Learn their likes,
dislikes, Social Security number
— all that fun stuff.
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Junior Jordan Hornsby tutors student at Rock House Tuesday, Feb 4. Many students get involved in
local mentorship programs to plug into the Searcy community.
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Step 3: Write a love haiku. Express
your admiration for your crush
through a romantic poem — just
make sure it is within 17 syllables.
Step 4: Orchestrate a big gesture.
See if you can make an announcement
in chapel, then recite your haiku
to the person who sits four seats
down from you, who you will see
every day after that.
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Step 5: Ignore steps one through
four. If you have a crush, you
should just be yourself. Tell them
how cool you think they are and
how you would love to take them
out to get to know them better.

Mentorship doubles as ministry
ABIGAEL LANGDON
editorial assistant

Rock House Ministries, El Puente and Maple House
are three Christian ministries in Searcy that provide afterschool programs as avenues for mentorship, attesting to the
correlation between mentorship and ministry.
Rock House Ministries exemplifies the mutuality of mentorship
and ministry by their Rock Mentoring Program. El Puente
provides tutoring and teaching to the Hispanic community, and
because of the ministerial nature of the program, mentorship
is hardly separable from the service received. Maple House is a
ministry that cultivates mentorship with an after-school program,
as well as with its daily dedication to being a good neighbor.
Rock Mentoring program takes place Tuesdays and
Thursdays after school from 3:30 to 5:30 p.m. at the Carmichael
Community Center. Junior Kayla Stites, intern at Rock
House Ministries, defined mentorship in the program as
setting an example for and investing in the kids that show
up. She said the program is an opportunity to be someone
for the kids, not only for tutoring, but for anything.
“I think God calls us to invest in all ages,” Stites said. “But
I think this ministry is specifically for the young.”
She said mentorship is a process of establishing trust through
things as simple as preparing snacks for them and asking
about their day, because building trust in small ways leads to
trust in deeper things. Ruth Simpson is the mind behind the
dream of El Puente, where she said deeper things are found
in the simplicity of common language. She said mentorship
at El Puente is the ends as well as the means to her desire
to bring unity to the community through communication.
“I want to be able to mentor those who help as well as
those who come here to be helped,” Simpson said. “I hope
that that can spread.”
Simpson created El Puente to provide services like
citizenship classes, English as a second language classes and
after-school tutoring to bridge the language gap in Searcy.

“I wanted to provide a place where they could just come
together and talk,” Simpson said. “I love that time to build
relationships and visit because that’s what it’s about.”
She said the ministry is a mentorship because it is meant
to lead and teach by example and education, but at its core
it is to be a faithful friend.
Senior Emily Davis tutors students at El Puente after
school until 5:30 p.m. on Tuesdays and Thursdays. She said
she thinks mentorship is what ministry should be. She defined
mentorship as one who is more experienced giving guidance
and support through life, which comes from intentionally
making people feel known. Davis said tutoring is no longer
just tutoring when a relationship is being built.
“Tutoring is what gets the kids there and gets the parents
involved,” Davis said. “And then as you tutor, you build those
relationships, which creates the mentoring, and from the
mentoring, it slowly evolves into a ministry. But at the root
of it, it all has started as a ministry.”
The Maple House mission is to be a group of good
neighbors and mentors to the neighborhood.
Senior Matt Fox tutors and mentors after school Tuesdays
and Wednesdays. He said at the Maple House mentorship
looks like trust that is built by someone who is consistent
in the lives of the kids who show up.
Junior Jacob Taylor is consistent in volunteering at Maple
House, as well as in going to the East Market apartments
on Saturdays. He said mentorship can be a heavy term
with connotations of a savior complex, but is lightened for
him when he thinks about being a savior in the way it is
represented in the Bible as servanthood by Jesus. Taylor
said mentorship is servanthood, and he said ministry and
mentorship are bound together by the purpose of relationship
between people.
Students interested in joining mentorship programs can
reach out to these and others spread through the community.
“The beautiful aspect of all of this is that it is people
helping people,” Fox said.

